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National Weather Summary 


For the week of March 22-28 


HIGHLIGHTS: Blamed for a large share of the signi- Missouri, southern Illinois. and southern Indiana. 
ficant weekly precipitation in eastern U.S., mois- Responsible for a final moisture area, a Pacific 
ture-laden Gulf air streaming northward produced frontal system spread showers from the Northwest 
severe thunderstorms and damaging tornad es from into Idaho and Montana and south to California. 
Texas into the middle Mississippi Valley. Mean- Rather cool daytime temveratures over most of 
time vigorous winds churned across western U.S., the eastern U.S. ranged from the teens and 20's in 
where weekly temperatures averaged as high as 14% the North to 50's and 60's in the South. Florida's 
above normal in the central Plains. In contrast, mercury pushed into the 80's in central and south- 
Slightly cooler air trailed a Pacific Cold front ern areas. Colder evening air guaranteed a chilly 
moving slowly across the northern Rockies. night for the Northeast: temperatures ranged from 
the 20's in Pennsylvania and southern sections of 

After a weekend of widespread severe weather, New York and New England to -10° in northern Maine. 
fair skies greeted most of the Nation on Monday. In the northwest. quarter of the Nation, target 
Limited precipitat Lon at sunrise included widely of the most nighttime precipitation, rain extended 
Scattered snow flurries along the eastern end of from the Coast into western Montana and southward 
the Great Lakes. through northern California. 

Confined to four areas, afternoon showers oc- Tuesday opened as a fair, springlike day across 
curred from the Carolina Coast through eastern most of the Nation. Brisk air blasts ahead of a 
Georgia into Florida and also in southeast Texas. cold front swept mild temperatures northward 


Other shower activity drifted from Arkansas into through the Plains and Mississivpi Valley: 50's 
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in North Dakota, Minnesota, and Wisconsin and 70's 
in Nebraska. 
Meantime 
unpver Great 
Arizona pushed 
to trigger any 
seasonable readings 
in the North to 70's 
Though a nearly 
acted as an umbrella 


stretching from the 
the central Plains into 
southeastward, but failed 


eastern U.S. 


cold front 
Lakes through 
cooler air 
precipitation. In 
prevailed, from and 40's 
and 80's in the South. 
Stationary high pressure 
for areas east of the 
Sippi, precipitation elsewhere ranged from a few 
thundershowers in southern Texas, scattered rain- 
Showers over the Florida peninsula, showers 

in parts of Montana and Idaho, and rain in 
northwestern Washington. 

Moist Gulf air flowing northward on Wednesday 
touched off thundershowers in Texas that penetrated 
the middle and lower Mississippi Valley. Consider- 
precipitation in the Northwest occurred as 
snow in the mountains--from the 
Coast into the northern half of the Rocky 

region. Strong winds accompanied another 
Pacific cold fronts that churned. 
U.S. into the central inter- 


the 


30's 


System 
Missis- 


SNOW 


some 


able 
showers--with 
Paci fic 
Mountain 
in a 
through 
mountain 


series of 
northwestern 
region. 

In the Midwest colder 
cold front that hustled southeastward 
dle Mississippi Valley. In the extreme 
Plains the mercury halted in the 30's. 

On Thursday, the strong cold front 
with a high pressure system to prolong 
winds in western U.S. Air blasts out of 
west sent afternoon temperatures soaring 
SO's over the west central and southwest Plains. 

Forecasters put travelers on the lookout for 
local blowing and drifting snow in the northern 
mountains of Utah, where gusts hit 80 mph. Cen- 
tered over northern Kansas, a low pressure system 
generated strong winds over much of the central 


temperatures trailed a 
over the mid- 
northern 


joined forces 
forceful 

the South- 

into the 


Little moisture fell. 

moisture-laden air streamed northward 
heavy rains soaked southern Louisi- 
touched down near touston, Tex. 
temperatures covered a large por- 
tion of the Nation from tne Great Plains to the At- 
lantic Coast=—from the low 70's in soutnern Oklahoma 
to the upper 50's in southwest Wisconsin. 

Racing swiftly across the Nation, the vigorous 
cold front ignited severe thunderstorms and tor- 
nadoes in tne middle and lower Mississippi Valley. 
Tornadoes totaling 24 resulted in five reported 
deaths. Heavy rains pushed rivers in Alabama above 
flood stage. Reports of funnel clouds and hail 
were numerous, though Illinois seemed hardest hit 
by wind damage. 

Ahead of the cold 


Plains, but 

As more 
from the Gulf, 
ana anda tornado 
Unseasonably mild 


front warm air rushing north- 
ward from the Gulf to the Great Lakes produced 
record high readings: Alpena, Mich. 679% and Chi- 
cago, Ill. 77%. Amid the colder air behind the 
front, however, temperatures dropped sharply. 
Parts of the southwestern Plains measured readings 
in the 30's and 40's, compared to the 80's and 
low 90's on Thursday. 
Most of Saturday's 
Alabama and Mississippi, 


severe weather appeared in 
as lines of thunderstorms 
passed through the area in the morning. A larger 
area of daytime shower activity extended from the 
lower Great Lakes through the Carolina Coast and 
eastward to New England. West of the Rockies, 
snow showers whitened the landscape from western 
Montana through portions of Idaho and Nevada. 

Sunday's pattern of pressure systems produced 
gusty northwestern winds along the Pacific Coast 
from Mexico to Canada. Only a minimum of severe 
weather occurred. As the complex frontal system 
began to wind down over central U.S., showers and 
thundershowers ranged from the Mississippi Valley 
into the central and southern Plains. 
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National Agricultural Summary 


For the week of March 22-28 
HIGHLIGHTS: Temperature far above normal melted irrigation continued. Planting was active in 
snow and removed frost from soils except in the California desert areas but slow in the San Joaquin 
most extreme northern areas. Fieldwork, including Valley. 
plowing and disking, advanced far ahead for this Texas sorghum made excellent growth from the 
time of spring. Corn planting extended into Blacklands to the Lower Rio Grande Valley. Plant- 
Tennessee and spring grain seeding advanced into ing progressed rapidly to 41% complete, compared 


South Dakota. Winter wheat headed in Florida and 
south Texas and broke dormancy in Wyoming and 
Montana. 

SMALL GRAINS: Seeding of oats extended across the 


South Dakota. Planting was far 
advanced, ranging from 50% complete in Illinois to 
75% in Kansas. In Missouri 71% of the oats crop 
was sown,compared with 28% average. In California 
some early planted spring grains need moisture and 
some were past recovery. 

The winter wheat crop was again subjected to 
powerful winds on the eastern slopes of the Rocky 
Mountains and in the western Great Plains from 
Colorado and Kansas to Montana and the Dakotas. 
The crop remained in fair to poor condition in the 
Oklahoma Panhandle and adjacent areas of Colorado, 


Corn Belt into 


Kansas, New Mexico, and Texas. Elsewhere winter 
wheat was in good to excellent condition. 

In Texas, wheat was fair in the High and Low 
Plains but excellent in eastern areas. Farmers 
sprayed to control greenbugs in the High Plains. 


from the Blacklands southward 
The Oklahoma crop, 
deteriorated 


Stands were heading 
but crop prospects were poor. 
exposed to warm, dry, high winds, 
except where moisture was adequate. A third of the 
acreage entered the jointing stage, about average 
for the date, but ahead of a year earlier. Wheat 
showed moisture stress in the west but eastern 
acreages looked good. 

High winds deteriorated the Colorado wheat crop, 
which is now in poor condition. The New Mexico dry- 
land wheat was poor but irrigated wheat was fair 
to good. Wheat condition remained unchanged in 
Kansas, where scattered showers offset wind damage. 
Vegetative cover was short in the west. Cutworms, 
greenbugs, and winterkill were evident. 

Winter wheat was breaking dormancy in Wyoming 
and southern Montana. In Washington warm weather 
is needed but the crop is in good condition. The 
wheat crop was in good condition throughout the 
eastern third of the Nation. 


OTHER CROPS: Corn planting extended across the 
south and up the Atlantic Coast to southern 
Virginia. Corn planting was 25% complete in Texas 
and Louisiana, 22% in South Carolina, and 16% in 
Mississippi. In some areas planting was 1 to 2 
weeks earlier than normal. 

Cotton planting was active in Texas, Arizona, 
and California. In Oklahoma 80% of the cotton 
land was ready to plant. In Texas cotton stands 
emerged and made good growth in the Coastal Bend, 
South Texas, and the Lower Rio Grande Valley. 
Adequate moisture for planting was available from 
the Blacklands to the Upper Gulf Coast. In Arizona 
first plantings emerged and planting and preplant 


with 31% in 1975 and 32% average. 
Rice seeding advanced to 16% complete in Louisiana 
compared with 23% in 1975 and 14% average. In 
Texas rice planting gained momentum. 
Tobacco transplanting made headway from Florida 
to South Carolina; transplanting in Georgia was 
35% complete. Farther north in Tennessee, West 
Virginia, and Kentucky, farmers seeded plant beds. 
In Virginia, growers prepared land for transplanting. 
Sugarcane harvest was nearly complete in Florida. 
Young cane was in good condition in Louisiana 
and Florida. The sugarbeet crop was only 1% planted 
in Colorado. In Arizona sugarbeets developed a 
good taproot but disease symptoms persisted. 


FRUITS AND NUTS: Growers pruned and cleaned 
orchards in northern production areas in Virginia, 
Michigan, and Washington. Only a few areas sus- 
tained severe damage from earlier cold weather. 

The degree of damage depended on stage of bloom 
development. The peach crop was in good condition 
throughout the United States except in the Texas 
High and Low Plains. In the California Napa Valley 
growers readied wind machines to prevent frost 
damage. 

Citrus fruits moved to market from Florida, 
Arizona, and California. The citrus bloom was 
almost ended. Texas pecans began to break open 
buds as far north as Central Texas and Cross-Timbers. 
In California grape vines leafed out. 


Texas, 


VEGETABLES: Growers planted spring vegetable crops 
in California and southeastern United States. An 
increasing volume of Louisiana strawberries moved 
to market. In Arizona lettuce and other miscellan- 
eous vegetable harvests were active. Almost half 
of the South Carolina watermelon crop was planted, 
along with other spring vegetables. In Florida, 
total vegetable volume increased 2% but cabbage 
shipments declined 12%. Wind burn and frost damage 
occurred on some watermelons but the crop was in 
fair to good condition. Harvest should begin around 
mid-April. 

In Texas, onion, cabbage, and carrot harvests 
were active in the Lower Rio Grande Valley and San- 
Antonio-Winter Garden areas. Elsewhere, pepper, 
onion, and potato plantings were active. Rains 
perked up vegetables and melons. 


PASTURE AND LIVESTOCK: Greening of pastures 
advanced northward as a result of mild temperatures. 
Grasslands in Illinois provided up to 25% of 

cattle roughage requirements. At higher western 
elevations ranges remained dormant. Cattle con- 
dition was fair to good and improving on the new 
pasture growth. Calving and lambing continued 

with no unusual problems or losses. 
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Temperature and Precipitation Data for the Week Ending Midnight, ls... March 28, 1976 
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States and Stations States and Stations States and Stations 


Departure 
Departure 
Average 
Total 
Departure 
Average 
Total 





Youngstown. . 
OKLA .OkKla. City 
Tulsa . ° 

OREG.Astoria. 
Burns... 
Medford . . 
Pendleton . 
Portland. . 
Salem . 

PA .Allentown 
Erie. . 
Harrisburg. ° 
Philadelphia. 
Pittsburgh. 
Scranton. . . 

R.I. Providence 

S.C. Charleston 
Columbia. . 
Greenville. . 

S.D. Aberdeen . 
Huron . 
Rapid City. 
Sioux Falls ° 

TENN. Chattanooga. 
Knoxville 
Memphis 
Nashville 

TEX .Abilene ° 
Amarillo... 
Austin. ... 
Beaumont. .. 
Brownsville 
Corpus Christi. 
Daas « © @ 6 
men mee « 6 6 « 
Bl Paso .« e 
Fort Worth. 
Galveston . 
Houston .. 
Lubbock .. 
Midland. . 

San Angelo. 
San Antonio 
Victoria. « « 
WECOs. « « 
Wichita Falls 

UTAH.Blanding . 
Salt Lake City. 

VT.Burlington.. 

VA.Lynchburg. . . 
perneem « 6 6 (é 
Richmond. . 
Roanoke .. 

WASH .COlville 
Ges » © * « 
Quillayute. . 
Seattle-Tacoma. 
Spokane ... 
Walla Walla 
Yakima. .. 

W.Va.Beckley. 
Charleston. 
Huntington. 
Parkersburg 

WIS.Green Bay 
La Crosse . 
Madison .. 
Milwaukee . 

wyO .Casper. 
Cheyenne. . 
Lander. .. 

Sheridan. . 
P.R.San Juan. 


ht 


La.Baton Rouge. 
Lake Charles. 
New Orleans 
Shreveport. 

MAINE. Caribou 
Portland. 

MD.Baltimore. 

MASS .Boston 
Chatham 

MICH.Alpena . 
Detroit 
Flint 2 « 
Grand Rapids. 
Houghton Lake 
Lansing . 
Marquette .. 
Muskegon. . 

S. Ste. Marie 

MINN.Duluth ... 
Internatl Falls 
Minneapolis ... 
Rochester .. . 
St. Cloud 

MISS.Jackson. 
Meridian. 

MO.Columbia 
Kansas City 
St. Louis 
Springfield 

MONT .Billings 
Glasgow . 
Great Falls 
Havre 
Helena. 
Kalispell 
Miles City. 
Missoula. . 

NEBR .Grand Island 
Limcolm . « © « 
WOPEGER «© « © @ 
N.Platte. 

Omaha 
Valentine 

NEV.Ely 
Las Vegas 

HAWAII .Hilo Reno. . e« e ° 
Honolulu. . a ~ Winnemucca. .. 
en «© & 6 6 _ = N.H.Concord .. 
Meme oc ew cw oh 8 N.J.Atlantic City 

IDAHO .Boise Sremeem « «6 « 
Lewiston. N.MEX Albuquerque 
Pocatello Roswell .... 

ILL.Cairo N.Y.Albany. .. 
Chicago Binghamton. . 
Moline. Buffalo 
Peoria. . New York. 
Rockford. Rochester . 
Springfield Syracuse. . 

IND.Evansville. N.C.Asheville 
Ft. Wayne Charlotte 
Indianapolis. Greensboro. 
South Bend. Hatteras. . 

IOWA .Burlington Raleigh 
Des Moines. Wilmington. . 
Dubuque N.DAK.Bismarck. 
Sioux City. Fargo ee * 

KANS.Concordia. Williston... 
Dodge City. OHIO .Akron-Canton 
Goodland. Cincinnati. .. 
Topeka. Cleveland . 
Wichita Columbus 

KY.Lexington. Dayton. . ..e « 
Louisville. TOL@GO. .« « © « 


ALA.Birmingham. 
Mobile. ; 
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Montgomery. . 

ALASKA, Anchorage 
Barrow. 
Fairbanks 
Juneau. 
Kodiak. 

Nome. . 

ARIZ Flagstaff. 
Phoenix 
Tucson. 
Winslow 
Yuma... 

ARK .Fort Smith. 
Little Rock . 

CALIF .Bakersfield 
Eureka. . 
Fresno. 

Los Angeles 
Red Bluff 

San Diego 

San Francisco 
Stockton 

COLO .Denver 
Grand Junc tion. 
Pueblo. . 

CONN .Bridgeport 
Hartford. 

D.C.Washington. 

FLA .Apalachicola. 
Daytona Beach 
Ft. Myers 
Jacksonville. 
Key West. 
Lakeland. 
Miami 
Orlando 
Tallahassee 
Tampa 
W.Palm Beach. 

GA .Atlanta. 
Augusta 
Macon 
Savannah. 
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State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 


These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop and weather conditions important on a 


national scale. More detailed data are 


available 


in Weather and Crop Bulletins published 


each Monday by SRS State offices in cooperation with the National Weather Service, NOAA. 


ALABAMA: Rainfall moderate 


Temperatures ranged 


Pleasant early week. 
to heavy, most falling 26th. 
from 32 to 80°. 

Fieldwork slowed by 
conditions permitted. 
growth. Pastures and 
ing. 


rains. 
Smal 1 
livestock 


Corn planted as 
grains making good 
condition improv- 


ARIZONA: Unseasonal warm, cool- 
ing during last three days. 
Precipitation limited amounts 
in northeast to over 0.50 in. 
lon Rim and White Mountains. 
the White Mountains. 

Preplant operations cotton crop continue. 
Emergence of early plantings progressing satisfac- 
torily. Irrigation, application of fertilizer, 
insect control continue for wheat and barley. Bot) 
crops progressing satisfactorily. Sugarbeets gooc 
top root development, disease symptoms persist. 
some irrigation in Yuma areas. Alfalfa hay growth 
progressed nicely, first cutting underway. Let- 


dry weather, then 
Gusty dry winds. 
ranging from traces 
over parts of Mogol- 
Snow up to 7 in. in 


tuce harvest continued west increasing central. 
Harvest miscellaneous vegetables active. Canta- 
loups, good growth. Limited picking valencia or- 
anges, grapefruit, Kinnow mandarins Yuma, Salt 
River Valley. Range feed started but short Des- 
ert. Additional rains needed. Cattle, calves 
mostly fair, good condition. Spring calving under- 
way. Fat lamb shipments active. 

ARKANSAS: Rain ranging from 1.05 in. to 0.25 in. 
Above normal temperatures south and north. Near 


to below normal through central. 

Little fieldwork eastern areas. Fruit prospects 
good. Excellent forage growth. Some cattle feed- 
ing where shortage of cool season pastures exists. 
Cattle on good winter pasture showing weight gain. 
Some herds treated for external parasites. 


CALIFORNIA: Light precipitation at times north- 
west and north 24th, otherwise, fair. Lows mostly 
above freezing low valleys except near 30° at times 
north and central coastal valleys. Highs mostly 
65 to 75° central valley, 60's and 70's coastal 
valleys, and 80's low southeast deserts. Weekly 
averages slightly below normal north and central 
coast, 2 to 6° above south, and near normal other 
areas. 

Planting small grain at higher elevations. 
Many dry land fields planted earlier past recovery 
due lack of moisture. First cutting alfalfa well 
along Sacramento, San Joaquin Valleys. Cotton 
planting active desert, still slow San Joaquin 


Valley. Fruit crops past peak bloom. Vineyards 
leafing out. Thrip control nectarines. Napa 
Valley, wind machines started for frost control. 


Irrigation, cultivation continuing. Navel, lemon 
harvests continue. Avocado harvest slowed, prices 
declining. California vegetables advanced in 
plantings and in desert valley harvests. Rodents 


becoming slight problem in some vegetables. Range 
feed supplies short. More rain needed. Supple- 
mental feeding necessary. Cattle fair, poor con- 


dition. Lambing, calving in northern areas. 
Water supplies sufficient but below normal. 


COLORADO: Three cold fronts during week each 


producing strong gusty surface winds across 
eastern plains. 
deposited 6 to 12 in. 


Last two fronts 25th and 26th 
snow mountains, trace to 


6 in. plains. Average temperature “ to 7° above 
east, near normal west. 
Winter wheat deterioration continues due to 


high winds, condition poor. Spring crops seeded: 


oats 11%, last year, 15%, average 16%; spring 
barley 15%, last year 7%, average 17%; sugar 


contract dispute curtailing planting, 
average 3%. 


beets 1%, 
last year 3%, 


FLORIDA: Partly cloudy, mild near normal tempera- 
tures. Cold front early week in Panhandle, accom- 
panied by windy weather Peninsula. Some low 


temperatures in the 30's over normally colder 
Panhandle locations. Otherwise, warm with most 
afternoon temperatures in the 70's and 80's. 
Joderate to heavy rainfall and thundershowers 
western Panhandle. Light to moderate rains 
remainder of Panhandle and northern Peninsula. 
Elsewhere generally dry. 

Soil moisture adequate west, extreme north areas, 
mostly short elsewhere. Planting spring crops 
active. Corn planting good progress, ahead of 
normal. Peanut planting underway all areas. 
Tobacco transplanting active. Small grains good 
condition. Oats and wheat heading. Sugarcane 
harvest complete. Young cane good condition. 
Pastures improved slightly. Permanent pasture 
grasses continue adding growth as moisture improves. 
South and south central pastures less advanced 
due to overgrazing, moisture shortage. Panhandle, 
north Florida pastures doing well. Cattle, calves 
fair condition, showing improvement. Most citrus 
groves excellent condition. Some non-irrigated 
groves need rain. Bloom, almost over, very 
plentiful most groves. Total vegetable volume 
increased 2%. Volume leader, cabbage, was only 
crop declining, down 12%. Crops showing an 
increase included sweet corn, eggplant, green 
peppers, potatoes and radishes. Crops with steady 
Supplies were snap beans, carrots, celery, cucum- 
bers, escarole, lettuce, squash, strawberries and 
tomatoes. Strong winds caused some wind burn on 
watermelons. Crop condition generally fair to 
good. Stages of development central and southern 
areas range from open bloom to fruit set. Early 
melons weigh about 10 pounds. First harvest 
expected mid-April. Planting about complete north 
and west where some frost damage occurred. 


Je zale: er-veratures i to 49% above normal. Cool 
mnidweeci: wita frost north warming last of week. 
iwiainfall 9.75 to 1.25 in. north and 0.15 to 0.25 


in. south. Scattered showers and thundershowers 
northwest 20th ending over southeast 2lst. 

Soil moisture surplus central and north, ade- 
Guate south. Land preparation 60% complete north, 
50% central, 90% south. Field crop planting ac- 
tive south, beginning central and north. Small 
‘rains good, topdressing 70% complete north, 95% 
central, finished south. Tobacco plants good, 
cransplanting 35% complete. Pastures fair to 
1i0Stly good and improving. Cattle mostly fair to 


rood. Peaches good condition. 
[AWAII: Cloudy weather. Showers frequent all is- 
lands. Wet fields causing problems. Farm activity 


restricted to harvesting. Vegetable supplies most- 


ly light. Head cabbage production Maui active. 
Banana, papaya, pineapple light. Sugar mills 
grinding. Pastures good. 
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below normal most 
Scattered light 
from trace to 


IDAHO: Temperatures 1 to 
areas. Extremes: 4 and 69%. 
precipitation all areas, totals 
0.42 in. 

Fieldwork picked up momentum on lighter soils. 
Southern and eastern portion remain snow covered 
with no fieldwork being done. Calving active. 
Livestock good condition. Feed supplies adequate. 


ILLINOIS: Temperatures 5 to 10% above normal, 
highest departures north. Precipitation 0.50 in. 
to 2.75 in., heaviest end of week. 

Winter wheat, other small grains and legumes 
mostly good to excellent, some wheat disease 
problems. Oats 50% seeded, above 1975 and average. 
Corn and soybean acreage 78% plowed. Pastures 
mostly fair to good, supplying 25% livestock 
roughage requirements. Fruit trees and livestock 
generally good. Soil moisture mostly adequate. 
Fieldwork: 4.75 days suitable. 


INDiANA: Warm, sunny. Temperatures 6% above nor- 
mal and ranged from 17° on 22nd to 76% on 27th. 
Rainfall 0.40 to 0.70 in. in most areas, 1.50 near 
Lake Michigan. Sunshine 75% of possible. 

Spring much advanced. Several days suitable for 
fieldwork and good progress made in soil prepara- 
tion, oats seeding, chopping stalks. Soils became 
too wet to work late in period. 


normal. Showers lat- 
o.40 ¢te 24.00 -28.. 
normal rain, else- 


IOWA: Temperatures 11° above 
ter week and weekend varied from 
average 0.50 in. North received 
where 0.33 in. below normal. 
Fieldwork underway. Some 
spots. Rapid progress in dry sandy soils. 
days, strong winds dried most fields earlier 
normal. Plowing, disking, fertilizing, oats 
seeding underway. Plowing, oats seeding ahead of 
normal. Plowing fall and spring 66% complete. 
Oats 22% seeded. Most seeding in southeast, just 
underway in north. Fertilizer, seed corn supplies 
adequate. Topsoil moisture 31% short, 69% ade- 
quate. Subsoil moisture 59% short, 41% adequate. 
Moisture improved since late winter. Need rain ti 
retard wind erosion. Fieldwork: Five days suit- 
able. Livestock good shape, pastures greening. 


wet 
Warm 
tnan 


frozen ground, 


KANSAS: Local 0.50 in. to 1.00 in. rain southeast, 
elsewhere little significant moisture. Tempera- 
tures ranged from 54° north central to 58°. south- 
east, 10 to 15° above normal. Strong gusty winds 
over State 23rd, 25th, and 28th produced consider- 
able blowing dust west portion. 

Wheat condition unchanged. Scattered, light 
moisture received. Vegetative cover remains short 
west. Wind damage reported southwest. Cutworms, 
greenbugs and winterkill reported across State. 
Oats 75% seeded, 10% last year, 50% average. Bar- 
ley 45% seeded, 35% last year and average. 


KENTUCKY : Fair weather first half,rain 2vuth, 2Cth, 
and 27th. Temperatures near or slightly above nor- 
mal with highs 60's and 70's. Lows upper 20's 
early in week and on 28th. Otherwise, lows in 
40's. Precipitation between 0.25 and 0.50 in. 
Farmers active with outside jobs. Soil prepara- 
tion for spring seeded crops continued. Seeding 
tobacco plant beds active. Pasture renovation 
and reseeding active. Pastures green and supplying 
limited crrazinc. 


LOUISIANA: Temperatures near normal south, 2 to 

4° above north. Extremes: 84 and 42%. Torrential 
rains southwest and south central 24th and 25th. 
Totals 7 to 10 in. many locations. 


Soil moisture generally surplus. Days suitable 
for fieldwork 2.4. Main activities application 
of herbicides and fertilizer, seedbed prepara- 
tion, livestock care, opening drainage ditches. 
Rice 16% seeded, 23% last year, 14% average. Corn 
25% planted, 16% last year. Most sugarcane fields 
clean, first cultivation nearly complete. Straw- 
berry harvest increased; quality good. Irish 
potatoes growing well. Small grains good. Pas- 
tures average. Cattle mostly fair. 


MARYLALID YELAWARE: Temperatures 5 to 11° above 
normal. Extremes: 19° and low 80's. Precipita- 
tion light amounts ranging from trace to 1.06 in. 
Heaviest in western area. 

Mild weather allowed farmers to get much outside 
work done. Plowing, fertilizing, and preparing to 
plant crons major activities. 


MICHIGAN: Temperatures 7 to 11° above normal over 
Lower and 2 to 6% above normal over the Upper 
Peninsula. Unseasonably warm maximum temperatures 
70° over most of southern Lower 24th and 70's over 
southern Lower and the 60's over northern Lower 
26th. Dry early week. Precipitation 0.40 to 1.00 
in. Precipitation bands totaling 1.00 to 1.40 in. 
along southern border and from Houghton Lake through 
Flint into the Thumb. Most fell as rain and snow 
over Lower 26th and over Upper 25th and 26th. 
Pruning fruit trees, feeding of livestock,and 
normal farm chores main agricultural activities. 


© above nor- 


MILANESOTA: Warm week. Temperatures 5 
mal northeast to 14° above soutnwest. Extremes: 
72 and 16°. Precipitation near normal east cen- 
tral, northeast to 75% subnormal west third. Aver- 
age precipitation 0.30 in. east to 0.10 west. 
snow depth 4 to 16 in. north central, northeast. 
‘rost out many southern areas. 

Fieldwork possible on lighter soils in 10 days 
if drying continues. 


ISSISSIPPI: Temperatures 1 to 4° above normal. 
‘xtremes: 85 and 32°. 

Soil moisture mostly surplus. Fieldwork: 1.4 
Cays suitable. Plowing 48% completed. Corn 16% 
Qlanted, 16% 1975. Irish potatoes 87% planted, 
598% 1975. Winter wheat 47% jointed, 33% 1975. 
Jats 48% jointed, 32% 1975. Winter wheat and oats 
in fair to good condition. Livestock in fair con- 
dition. Pastures fair to good condition. 
MISSOURI: Temperatures 2° above normal East Oz- 
arks to 8° above normal West Ozarks and West Cen- 
tral Plains. Precipitation 1.00 in. Bootheel and 
O.25 in. to 0.50 in. elsewhere. 

Fieldwork: Four days suitable. 
complete, five year average 27%. Oats sown 71% 
complete, five year average 28%. Wheat condition 
mostly good. Pasture condition generally fair. 
Soil moisture adequate. 


Plowing 72% 


MONTANA: Mild temperatures near normal except 
well above normal northeast. Moderate precipita- 
tion west of Divide and southwest. Light showers 
elsewhere with some thunderstorm activity. Windy 
along east slopes and plains area. 

Winter wheat mostly dormant except greening cen- 
tral and southern areas. Condition fair to good. 
Wind damage to winter wheat moderate to heavy 
western portion of north central and parts of cen- 
tral and south. Top soil moisture short where 
persistant heavy winds occurred. Field tillage 
starting southern areas. About 40% calving and 
30% lambing and shearing complete. Losses of 
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P IS BASED UPON OBSERVATIONS TAKEN AT 

.S.T. AT NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE . 
-R MEASUREMENTS AT SELECTED 5 2 
I NS NO ATTEMPT IS MADE TO P 
ANALYZE THE ROCKY MOUNTAIN AREA IN DETAIL. 
THE DOTTED LINE SHOWS THE LIMIT OF LAST WEEKS 
SNOW COVER 


Supplemented by earlier measurements at selected 
cooperative stations. 


Based on preliminary telegraphic reports 





calves and lambs near normal. 
supplemental feed. 


Most livestock on 


NEBRASKA: Fieldwork began to pick up: 
shredding stalks, plowing, fertilizing, 
Topsoil moisture short 68%,adequate 32%. 
moisture reported short 92%, compared with 91% 
early April last year. Winter wheat mostly fair 
condition but deteriorating somewhat because of the 
High winds. Some wheat with poor stands being 
reseeded to spring crops. Pasture and range feed 
supplies short. Weather continues good for calv- 
ing. 


Farmers 


Subsoil 


NEVADA: Mild, dry weather early, much cooler with 
snow later. Strong winds most areas. Tempera- 
tures ranged from 3° below normal to 6° above. 
Extremes: 2 and 84°, Precipitation light. 

Seedbed preparation slowed by cold, windy 
weather. Range grasses mostly dormant. Calving, 
lambing continues. 


NEW ENGLAND: Cold 22nd and 23rd, temperatures 
averaged 5 to 10° below normal. Warming 24th and 
25th readings 10 to 20° above normal north and 
10 to 15° above normal south. Extremes: -2 and 
71°. Cold front 27th brought precipitation of 
0.25 to 0.50 in. 


NEW JERSEY: 


Temperatures 4° above normal. Ex- 
tremes: 14 and 769. Rainfall 0.24 in. north, 
0.08 in. central and 0.08 in. south. Estimated 
soil moisture in percent of field capacity, past 


week averaged: 
south. 

Four inch soil temperature today averaged: 
43° north, 48° central and south. Soil prepara- 
tions increasing. Peach bloom expected April 4th 


96% north, 85% central and 83% 


and disking. 





to Sth. Fastures, hey and cover crop beginning to 
erow. 
NEW MEXICO: Cool beginning week warming last -half 


turning considerably cooler through weekend. 
Scattered showers and light snows mountains and 
most of north 26th and 28th. 

Soil moisture short. Ranges fair, 
condition some supplemental feeding. 
fair, calving and lambing continued. 
wneat poor. 


many in poor 
Livestock 
Dryland 
Irrigated wheat and barley fair in 


east, good southern areas. Durum wheat good con- 
dition. Light greenbug populations. Land prep- 
aration. Preirrigation, irrigating wheat, barley, 
and alfalfa continued. Orchard pruning nearly 
complete. 

NEW YORK: Temperatures 2 to 10° above normal. 
Extremes: -10 and 75°. Rainfall below normal, 
less than 0.25 in. Extreme northwest and south- 
east. Only portions upper Hudson Valley received 


more than 1.00 in. Cold moderated to unseasonably 
mild levels by 24th. Showery colder weather 25th, 
unseasonably mild readings 26th and 27th. Showery 
very windy weather 27th heralded seasonably cold 
weather 28th. 


NORTH CAROLINA: Temperatures 5° above normal. 
Precipitation very light. 

Fieldwork: 4.9 days suitable. Soil moisture 
adequate. Small grains mostly good. Pastures, 
tobacco plant beds, Irish potatoes, fair to good. 
Farm work mainly land preparation. Some corn 
planting and tobacco transplanting began, about 1 
to 2 weeks ahead of normal. 


NORTH DAKOTA: 
central, 


Temperatures 2° above normal north 
northeast to 8° above normal northwest, 
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Precipitation below normal, except 
northeast, ranging 0.16 in. below 
southeast to 0.08 in. above normal 
northeast. Weekend warm, dry. Snow mostly 
confined to north central, northeast. 

Mild temperatures allowed considerable snow 
melt. Crop farmers preparing machinery while live- 
stock farmers concerned with calving and lambing. 


south central. 
north central, 
normal central, 


27th with warm- 
Scattered 
across State 
to 78 mph. 
Oat 


OHIO: Mila spring weather through 
er air and above normal temperatures. 
Showers 25th and 26th. Thunderstorms 
26th to 27th with strong gusty winds up 
Plowing progressing far ahead of normal. 
seeding advancing due to warm dry conditions. 


OKLAXLOMA: Temperatures 4 to 7° above normal. 
Precipitation none in west central to 0.22 in. 
southeast. Weekend mild with light to moderate 
rain most areas. 

Warm temperatures, no significant moisture, and 
high winds caused further loss of wheat condition. 
Good growth where moisture adequate with near 
third of acreage jointing, near average for date, 
but ahead year ago. Some spraying for insects 
continues. Wheat showing moisture stress in west, 
eastern acreage good. Small barley acreage poor 
to fair condition, jointing started. Oats fair 
condition. Corn and sorghum ground preparation 
Started panhandle, well advanced elsewhere. Near 
80% ground tilled for cotton, soybeans, and pea- 
nuts, well ahead of usual. Weevil working termi- 
nals of alfalfa with spray programs underway. 
Ranges slow in west, but making good growth in 
east. Cattle condition fair. 


OREGON: ‘Temperatures slightly below normal. 
Extremes: 50's, 34° west; 50's, 25° east. Precip- 
itation along coast, western valleys 1.31 to 3.44 
in.,trace to 0.39 in. east. Heavy snowfall in 
mountains. 

Fertilizing fall grain, land preparation under- 
way east. Rainfall limited western farm activi- 
ties. Feed supplies adequate. Livestock in good 
Shape. Calving continuing. 


Maxima mostly 
~0'S averaring 
76 and 9°. 


PENNSYLVANIA: Warm, sunny and dry. 
9U's and GU's and minima 29'S ana 
4 to 8° above normal. Extremes: 
Rainfall 25th and 27th when showers and thunder- 
storms produced 0.25 in. southern tier to over 
1.00 in. parts of Middle Susquehanna Valley and 
Pocono Mountains. Elsewhere mostly 0.50 in. Saow 
completely gone. 

Some plowing done. Minimal damage to 
from cool weather and wind. 


fruit 


PUERTO RICO: Rainfall 0.55 in. or 0.02 in. below 
normal. Temperatures 75° on coasts and 700 
interior. Extremes: 50 and 91°, 

Sugarcane harvest active. Dry sunny weather 
favored maturity of crop. Coffee field opera- 
tions progressed under favorable weather. Good 
weather for tobacco harvest and drying in shed. 
Fieldwork planting and fertilizing pastures north 
and central sections. More rains needed pas- 
turelands. Planting,cultivating,and harvesting 
major farm activities. 


SOUTH CAROLINA: Temperatures well below normal 
early,above normal late week. Scattered frost 
central, western 23rd, 24th. Rainfall less than 
normal. 

Land preparation, application of fertilizer, 
herbicides, lime. Corn 22% planted. Transplant- 


ing: tobacco. Planting spring vegetables, water- 
melons 47% planted. Soil moisture adequate. 


SOUTH DAKOTA: Unseasonably warm weather. Temper- 
atures 8 to 17~ above normal. Extremes: 78 and 
. Only precipitation was trace in southeast. 

Soil blowing due to high winds 26th and 28th. 
Plowing, disking and seeding oats and spring wheat 
increasing. Stock ponds low in scattered areas. 
Calving and lambing continue. 


TENNESSEE: Above normal temperatures. Frontal 
activity caused widespread rainfall but below 
seasonal normals. Temperatures mid-50's east to 
upper-50's west or 2 to 7° above normal. Rain- 
fall 0.25 to 0.50 in., over 1.50 in. southwest. 

Fieldwork resumed midweek after rains early week. 
Plowing, disking, fertilizing, tobacco bed seeding 
and some early corn planting main activities. 
Fieldwork: Days suitable 3 east and 2.5 west. 
Frost damaged early fruit east. Frost damage 
danger high as early warm spell caused fruit trees 
to bloom earlier than normal. Alfalfa weevil cen- 
tral and eastern, slight damage reported. 


TEXAS: Scattered showers, thunderstorms central, 
eastern above normal rainfall. Northeast, south- 
east Texas Rio Grande Valley also above normal. 
Frecipitation near normal Central Texas while 
Panhandle southwest Texas below normal. Tempera- 
tures 1° above normal East Texas, 3 to 7° above 
normal elsewhere except west central Texas 11° 
above normal. 

Wheat, oats fair, poor progress except Black- 
lands, East; excellent moisture available. Plant- 
ing cotton, corn, sorghum, rice gaining momentum 
south. Farmers north, west seeding as moisture 
conditions permit. Corn: Planting good progress 
Blacklands southward. Most areas established 
rapid growing stands. Preplant irrigation under- 
way High Plains. Planting 25% compares 45% last 
year, three-year average 24%. Cotton: Stands 
emerged, showing good growth Coastal Bend, South, 
Lower Rio Grande Valley. Planting moisture avail- 
able Blacklands to Upper Gulf Coast. Sorghum: 
eoxcellent growth Blacklands to Lower Rio Grande 
Valley. Farmers rapidly completing planting. 
Planting 41% complete, 31% last year, average 32%. 
meat: Fair growth High, Low Plains; irrigation 
available, but excellent progress noted north, 
east. Greenbugs continue cause problems High 
“lains where farmers spraying for control. Stands 
neading from Blacklands southw’rd but crop pros- 
pects generally poor. 

Lower Rio Grande Valley: Onion harvest con- 
tinues full swing. Yields being reduced many 
‘ields by excessive seedstems. Carrot, cabbage 
harvest active. Coastal Bend: Dryland vege- 
table outlook improved by general rains. Irriga- 
ted watermelons running. Most dryland melons 
revived by recent rains. San Antonio-Winter Garden: 
Most potatoes emerged good stands. Onion irriga- 
tion needed. Cabbage, carrots, onions being har- 
vested. Pepper planting complete. Knox-Haskell: 
Irish potatoes continue emerging. High Plains: 
Onion, potato planting active. Peaches: Crop 
remains good condition all areas except High 
Plains, Northern Low Plains where most crop 
destroyed by freezing temperatures. Pecans: 
Beginning break bud far north as Central Texas, 
Cross-Timbers. Citrus: Harvest remains active 
with most crops being diverted to processing. 

Pasture livestock conditions rapidly improving 
East Texas, Blacklands, South Central following 
rains. Grazing short elsewhere, where drouth con- 
ditions prevail heavy feed necessary to maintain 
herds. Sheep shearing gaining momentum, goat shear- 
ing nears completion. 
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Occasional light rain or snow northwest and 
central latter half of period. Accumulated 
moisture light to moderate. Average temperatures 
ranged from 6° below to 4° above normal. 

Spring inching northward slowly but late 
storms brought field work to a halt. Range 
ing in progress. Sheep shearing on western 
in vroswress. 


pruning, cleaning orchards, spraying for pear 
psylla. Stringing in hop yards. Livestock feed- 
ing increased with drop in temperatures. Calving 
and lambing continued. 

March 
calv- 
ranges 


WEST VIRGINIA: Temperatures above 
80°. Precipitation below normal. 

Fieldwork: Suitable 4.8 days. Soil moisture 
mostly adequate. Small grains looking good. 
Farmers preparing tobacco seedbeds. Grass begin- 
ning to grow. Livestock in good condition. 
Fieldwork ahead of schedule. 


normal, high of 


Extremes: 
less than 


VIRGINIA: 
82 and 18°. 
0.25 in. 
Fieldwork: 5.1 days suitable. 
ture 37% short, 61% adequate, 2% 
tures, small grains good condition. 
grazing increased. Handling new calves, 
Spring seeding hay, small grains, other 
Land and seedbed preparation active. Plowing and 
fertilizing ahead of normal. Eastern Shore pota- 
toes sprouting. Corn pianting started southern 
areas. Tobacco piant veds good condition. Prep- 
aring tobacco lana for transplanting. Late bloom- 
ing apple varieties escaped frost damage. Severe 
kill not widespread. Spraying, pruning orchards. 
Preparins to shear sheep. 


Temperatures above normal. 
Rainfall light averaging 


Topsoil mois- 
Surplus. Pas- 
Livestock 

lambs. 
early crops. 


WISCONSIN: Temperatures well above normal. Cold 
early with below zero temperatures north but 

rapid warming during week to 40's and 50's north 
and 60's south. Few light scattered showers 24th. 
Heavy thunderstorms central and south 26th. 
Rainfall heaviest at 1.00 to 2.00 in. southeast, 
less than 0.50 in. north and west. Fair weather 
27th but increasing cloudiness 28th with showers 
developing west. Frost depths as of 26th 
averaged 2 in., equal to record low of March 1973. 
Most areas now frost free. 

Some fieldwork started south, a little oats 
planted. Snow limited to extreme north. 
WASHINGTON: West: Temperatures 2 to 6° subnor- 
mal. Precipitation above normal. 

Early plowing restricted to sandy soils. Dig- 
ging and parting certified strawberries. Harvest- 
ing forced rhubarb. Some areas short on silage. 

East: Temperatures subnormal. Precipitation 
much above normal. 

High winds damaged spring wheat, 
potatoes, some irrigation systems. Some fertiliz- 
ing, spraying,and irrigating where water available. 
Wheat remained in good condition but warm weather 
needed to promote faster growth. Fruit growers 


WYOMING: Temperatures 
below normal most 
northeast. 
J.O7 in. 

Seedbed preparation and spring planting advanced 
Slowly. Barley 15% planted. Winter wheat pros- 
pects fair with detrimental winds; breaking dor- 
mancy. Soil moisture short to adequate, less than 
previous period. Calving 32% finished. Range 
flocks 6% lambed, farm flocks 45%. Range sheep 
shorn 10%, farm sheep 40%. 


above normal. re 
areas with greatest 
Southeast 


cipitation 
amount in 
and south central received 


early planted 
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Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 


Average Monthly Weather Outlook 


AGRICULTURAL IMPLICATIONS: 
tation across the southern 
Plains would help relieve the dry conditions that 
have persisted for several months, improve win- 
ter wheat condition, fill soil moisture profiles, 
and provide needed moisture for spring-sown crops. 
Spring is ahead of normal across most of the 
try. Normal or below normal temperatures would 


Above normal precipi- 
and central Great 


coun- 


In the case of sensitive 
could help reduce the risk of 
frost damage. Fieldwork is also well ahead of 
normal in most areas and thus any delays because 
of wet fields in the Corn Belt and Deep South 
would be offset by the additional moisture. Many 
Western States are already very dry; continued 
below normal precipitation would be detrimental, 
particularly to dryland farming. 


Slow crop development. 
fruit crops this 
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World Weather and Crop Update 


Cold weather in Europe retarded crop growth and 
development and damaged tender crops in parts of 
the Mediterranean Basin, especially in Spain and 
southern France. Meantime cold, wet weather also 
hurt fruits and vegetables in the USSR's Trans- 
Caucas region. An unusually early cold snap, with 
near record temperatures for so early in the 
season, hit central Provinces of Argentina and in- 
cluded the possibility of some frost. Argentina 
has much late planted grain that would be vulner- 
able to frost. 

Snow fell in the dry Manchurian Plain, where 
precipitation is needed for spring planting. 
Shower activity continued to increase in the Malay 


Peninsula and East Africa, providing hope for an 
end to the prolonged dry spells. Sri Lanka showed 
Signs of showers. Continued dry weather in most 
of India was beneficial to harvest but harmful 

to forage and filling rice. Temperatures moder- 
ated in the USSR's spring wheat region and en- 
couraged recession of the snow cover. 

Reports from Indonesia indicate severe crop 
losses from flooding in north Java in January. 
Rice and other low-lying crops were especially 
hard hit. During the winter equatorial and tem- 
perate air settled over this region, resulting in 
persistent wet weather for Indonesia and one of 
the driest winters for the Malay Peninsula. 
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Heating Degree Days (Base 65°) For Week Ending March 28, 1976 
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